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MICHELE KONG

Professor of Pedlatrics, UAB and KultureCity
m ddhy:r ohoo;:d the career with invisible disabilities.
u are ama iatric votal moment
critical care physician. Growing mm::; l':‘oo. what
up in a fishing village in Malaysia, ha | realized that many

I was constantly surrounded by
children who were lacking basic
necessities and medical care.
They were my inspiration since |
was young to become a doctor.

What has been the most defining
moment of your career? When
my son was diagnosed with
autism. Our journey with him

opened my eyes to the issue of
accessibility and exclusion that

many families and special needs
individuals experience. It wasa
defining moment that led to the
creation of Kulture Cit ik
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of our patients who present 1o
the hospital with an acute illness

have sensory, communication

and social challenges that _
become barriers to their medical

management. This led to the
development of the sensory
program at our hospital.

intensivist, | have been taking
ren with

pandemic.
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