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OVATIONUAB 
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Opening nights at Theatre UAB ar OYA TLON U B night . OVATION UAB 
sponsors a box dinner and conver ation with the dir ctor and designers before the 
show, as well as a post-performance party with the cast and crew. 

Join us! You will be able to invite your friends to enjoy a tasty meal before the 
plays, be already parked and ready to settle back for an evening of live theatre. 
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'2500 are used to off- et th costs required f each tudent to part1c1pate m the 
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outside the theatre and complete the form. Follow mailing directions listed in the 
brochure. 
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By Alejandro Sieveking 
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CAST 
In Ordf!r of Appearance 

Llalla .......................................................... Amanda Mattes 
Lina .................... . ............ ..... .. ..... . ................... Valerie Wynn 
Adela .............. , ...................................... Brittney Rentschler 
Juan ...................................... .................... ; .... Luke Harlan 
Aparicio ..................................................... John Kevin Pocus 
Teresa ....... . .......................................... Marie Bolivar-Cano 

SETTING 

A Chilean Manor House . 

The play will be peiformed with one intermission. 

Director's Notes 

When I first read The Praying Mantis I thought, "Wow. What a strange 
funny play." I could not find much information about it, but I kept 
looking. I thought maybe it was a feminist play. I mean, it is about 
women, right? I knew it had elements of expressionism, absurdism, and 
even farce, but what did it mean? Maybe it was about hiding 
unpleasantness, covering up, seduction. Some of the things the characters 
said just did not make sense to me. Were they telling the truth? Were they 
crazy? 

Finally, I received the collection of Sieveking's plays that had an 
interview with him (translated into English). It turns out that Sieveking 
was writing about the classist society in Chile in the early 1970's. I began 
to question the relevance for a 21st century American audience. Surely, 
we would not relate to the ideas being raised in this play. Surely, we 
would not recognize the plight of the invisible poor. Surely, we would not 
want to enter into the manor house. Surely, you will laugh, and I hope 
you do. The meaning is there. The interpretation is yours. 

- Naomi Baker 
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