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The University of Alabama at Birmingham 
Department of Theatre 

and 
Russell S. Drummond, Patty McDonald and Carol Odess 

present 

The It Girl 
Book by Michael Small and BT McNicholl 

Music by Paul McKibbins 
Lyrics by BT McNicholl 

Based on the Paramount Picture "It" 
Produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc. 

Scenic/Properties Design 
Ed Zuckerman+ 

Sound Design 
Richelle Thompson 

Costume/Makeup Design 
Elizabeth Ayres Pollard 

Choreographed by 
Charlotte Lantz 

Music Director 
Michael King 

Directed by 
Naomi Baker 

Lighting/EFX Design 
Ed Zuckerman+ 

Stage Manager 
Joelle Tucker 

Opening Night, Friday, March 11, 2005, 7:30 p.m. 

+Member of Psi Beta cast, Alpha Psi Omega National Theatre Honorary 

This production is funded in part by The UAB Cultural Activities Committee. 
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CAST 
(In order of appearance) 

Betty Lou Spence ............................................... Catherine Strickland 

Mr. Notting, Barker, Reporter, Sailor, Trevor Pitstop .......... Scott Ridgeway 

Jane, Mrs. Sullivan, Mrs. Van Norman, 
Hootchie Kootchie Dancer. ........ Ginger Swan 

Daisy, Molly, Snake Charmer, Brearly Chapin ..................... Erica Boswell 

Jonathan Waltham ......................................................... Alec James 

Monty Montgomery .................................................. Wesley Seals+ 

Adela Van Norman .............................................. Brittney Rentschler 

Time: The late 1920's 
Place: New York City 

There will be one fifteen minute intermission. 

Author's Note: 
Contrary to popular belief, the l 920's were not an endless party. Despite the prosper­
ity of the era, there was gangsterism on the streets, a deadly epidemic running ram­
pant (Spanish flu), and the collapse of Central Europe. Meanwhile, the pace of daily 
life was getting faster, causing a revolution in manners and morals (traditional vs. 
modem) that left many people feeling careworn and uncertain about changing values. 

Silent movies, then, were intended to put life back in perspective - to remind the audi­
ence of what was right and wrong, good and evil. They were literally and figuratively 
in black and white. Their stories showed life not "as it was" but "as it should be." 

Today's audiences are also care-worn. Recent surveys indicate that the majority of 
Americans feel that society is spinning out of control. Like the folks in the '20s, they 
need perspective, a balance wheel. This is one of the reasons musicals are so consis­
tently popular: on a grand scale (by virtue of the music, not production values), they 
show us people who love passionately, hurt deeply, and celebrate joyfully - in other 
words, life "as it should be." 

Director's Note: 
This production has been the embodiment of collaboration. In a musical production, 
you need a lot of support. There are many jobs to be filled. Charlotte Lantz, our cho­
reographer, has contributed as much to the look of the show as I have. Michael King, 
the musical director, has contributed as much to the sound of the show. The list goes 
on. The designers have been an integral part of the whole vision of the show. It wasn't 
a case ofme going to them and saying, "Okay, here's what I want it to look like. Can 
you do it?" Instead we all sat down together, and talked, and brainstormed. The proc­
ess has been collaborative from the beginning. So, I don't feel like this is "my" show. 
I feel like it is "our" show. Without one individual on the team, it wouldn't be the 
same show. We've tried to honor each person's ideas as much as possible. I feel like 
my job as a director is just to keep it all in focus, so that we reach our goal. We hope 
that you enjoy it. Sit back, and have F-U-N! · .,, ' ' 



Prologue 

Synopsis of Scenes and Musical Numbers 
ACTI 

"Black and White World" .............................................. Betty & Company 
Scene 1: Waltham's Department Store 

"Why Not?" ................................................................. Betty and Girls 
Scene 2: Jonathan's Office 

"Stand Straight and Tall" ........................................................ .Jonathan 
Scene 3: Waltham's Department Store 

"IT" ..................................................................... Monty & Company 
Scene 4: In Front of Waltham's 
Scene 5: Betty's Apartment and Adela's Bedroom 

"Mama's Arms" ....................................................................... Molly 
"What to Wear?" ... Betty, Molly, Adela, Mrs. Van Norman, Jonathan & Monty 

Scene 6: The Ritz 
"IT" (reprise) ....................................................................... Jonathan 

Scene 7: Adel's Bedroom 
"A Perfect Plan" ........................................................ . ............... Adela 

Scene 8: Jonathan's Office and Coney Island 
"Coney Island" .............................................. Betty, Jonathan & Company 

Scene 9: The Street Outside Betty's Apartment 
"Act I-Finale" ........................................................ Adela & Company 

ACT II 
Scene l: Betty's Apartment, The Street and Jonathan's Office 

"Woman and Waif' ........................................ ...... ................. Company 
Scene 2: Jonathan's Office 

"Stay With Me/Left-Hand Arrangement" .............. ...... ........ Jonathan & Betty 
Scene 3: Betty and Molly's Apartment 

"Step Into Their Shoes" ................................... ....... . Molly, Betty & Monty 
Scene 4 : The Yacht 

"Out at Sea" ................................................ ....... ................ Company 
"How Do You Say? ........................................ ...... ...... Betty & Company 

Scene 5: In Front of Waltham's 
"Step Into Their Shoes" (reprise) ........................ ....... ...................... Betty 
"You're the Best Thing That Ever Happened to Me" ........ ...... Jonathan & Betty 

Scene 6: Waltham's Department Store 
"Finale" ...................................................... .. .... ................ Company 
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Kelly Allison, Associate Professor .......................... Head of Design Technology 
Naomi Baker, Assistant Professor. ....................................................... Voice 
Jack Cannon, Assistant Professor. .......................................... .Intro to Theatre 
Adeniyi Coker, Associate Professor. .......................... African-American Studies 
D. Ward Haarbauer, Professor/Associate Dean ........................... Theatre History 
Cheryl Hall, Assistant Professor ............................................. .Intro to Theatre 
Ron Hubbard, Associate Professor. .............................................. Movement 
Karma Ibsen ............................................................... Professor Emeritus 
Dennis McLernon, Assistant Professor .............................................. Acting 
Elizabeth Ayres Pollard, Assistant Professor ....................... Costume Technology 
Marc Powers, Professor/Chair ........................................................... Acting 
Kimberly Schnormeier, Associate Professor/Associate Chair ......... Costume Design 
Lee Shackleford, Instructor. ....................................................... Playwriting 
Cliff Simon, Assistant Professor .............................................. Scene Design 
Will York, Professor .................................................... Head of Performance 
Ed Zuckerman, Associate Professor. .................................... Technical Director 

Adjunct Faculty 
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Mary Margaret Hawkins . ... . .. ........... ...... .. ................ ....................... Dance 
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Billie Sheldon ........ ..... ... .. ..... .. . . .. .... ............ .......... Administrative Associate 
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