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Music by William Finn
Book by William Finn and James Lapine
Directed by Dennis McLernon
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Directed by Karma Ibsen
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Directed by
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This production is funded in part by The UAB Cultural Activities Committee.

CAST
(in order of appearance)
Big 8. i Lauren Griffineor Kristin Nichols
Rob Bob Silverado......ccvvveivreaeeiiiiiei i George Milton
Shedevil........cooiiiiii Lauren Nicole Klechas
Shirl Bitahatcher........ccooooiiiiii Amanda Hayes¢
Black DOZ.....veneiiiiiie e Joel Evans Helms
Baxter BIue.........oooiiiiiiiiii Lee Turnere
Memphis Donnie Pride..............cooonviiinnnnt. Kevin Wayne McCullar

Setting: A house on a small ranch near Casper, Wyoming.
April 1, 1999.

There will be one 15 minute intermission

DIRECTOR’S NOTES
Some things you should know.....

The “B Western,” popular in the 50’s, was a low budget movie in which cow-
boys lived by the Code of the West, triumphed over desperados, and rode off
into the sunset. These films were not made for first-run release, but were pri-
mary fodder for aftemoon matinees populated by hordes of children.

“Horror Flicks” were another “B” group of the 50’s. Due to a bad guy’s ac-
tions a monster terrorized a town, the bad guy was revealed, the monster de-
feated, and goodness was restored.

The “Code of the West,” was popularized by western writer Zane Grey. Part
myth and part reality, it was an unwritten code of values for people who lived
in a region of the country without laws. The basic tenets of the “Code” were
sincerity, loyalty, generosity, simplicity and self-reliance. An honest man who
took care of his horse, respected women and the environment, only engaged in
fair fights, and never drank to excess was the ideal.

“Jane Martin” is the penname for a playwright who has been very popular
and successful, and is noted for exploring, exploding and celebrating the val-

ues, myths and cultural phenomena that make us uniquely American.

The action of the play takes place on April 1 for a reason.




How DO we pick our plays, and why?

We are regularly asked these questions, and with every subtextual tone imaginable. As this
season will undoubtedly raise a few eyebrows, I thought it best to provide some answers. First, let me
say that play selection is not rocket science, and there is no formula guaranteed to please every taste.
Most successful theatre companies develop a particular style and attract a particular audience pleased
by that style. At many universities, play selection is simply a matter of allowing directors to select
whatever they would like to do.

As an educational theatre, we believe we are obligated to goals other than building a patron
base or simply serving the whims of our faculty. We are obligated to provide our students (as perform-
ers, designers, technicians and audience) with a broad range of experience. We are obligated to intro-
duce them to the classics as well as the contemporaries, the realistic as well as the stylized, and to
works from a variety of cultures.

At the beginning of each academic year, the UAB Department of Theatre begins the process
of selecting the next year’s season. We have established a rotation of 16 different categories, guarantee-
ing that in a four year cycle a student will have the opportunity to experience at least one production
from each of those categories. Faculty and students are invited to submit titles of plays for considera-
tion, and over the next few months, we work together to narrow the list. The criteria include everything
from design considerations to casting challenges to topicality of themes to resources and budget. The
reduced list is then arranged into a myriad of possible combinations until one emerges as the best possi-
ble season for us.

It’s not rocket science, but we believe it takes us where we want to go.

Marc Powers, Chair
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