
HISTORY
GRADUATE 
PROGRAM
T H E  M A S T E R  O F
A R T S  I N  H I S T O R Y

P r o g r a m  D i r e c t o r

Dr .  John Van Sant  

jvansant@uab .edu

D e p a r t m e n t  C h a i r

Dr. Walter Ward 

w d w a r d @ u a b . e d u



W
E

L
C

O
M

E

We also hope that your 
time in our department 
will expose you to the 
wonderful Birmingham 
community and that you 
take a moment to explore 
the rich culture, cuisine, 
and history of the Magic 
City. Congratulations on 
taking your first steps into 
a deeper world! We look 
forward to seeing what 
you discover.

- The Department of History Grad Students -

Welcome to the History Department’s Graduate Program at UAB! 
We are very pleased to have you join the ranks of researchers, 
writers, and teachers who have passed through our program. Our 
department has a diverse range of research areas, with some 
of our faculty studying the history of revolutions, 
governments, film, medieval Europe, health & healing, and 
international relations. As you deepen your own study of history, 
our dedicated and highly qualified staff will be by your side, helping 
you investigate not only the rich histories of your choice, but also 
demonstrating the craft of history and historical narrative. Inside our 
student handbook is the roadmap to a very successful career as a 
graduate student in our program. . 

If you have any questions related to program requirements, 
deadlines, or options for completing a graduate degree, your 
answers are here! Beyond the handbook, however, each of your 
professors as well as other students in the program will be here to 
assist you as you travel this road. The History Department considers 
itself to be a community of scholars, so please don’t hesitate to 
participate in activities with any of our affiliated campus 
organizations, such as the honor society, Phi Alpha Theta. This 
honors society offers membership, but also hosts a series of 
history-themed events which new grad students will find invaluable 
ways to meet other students in our program. 



O V E R V I E W

The History Graduate Program has two plans for pursuing advanced historical studies.

Al l  s tudents  mus t  demons t ra te  competency  in  bo th  U .S .  and  non-U .S .  fie lds  o f  
h i s to ry  (Eu ropean ,  As ian ,  La t in  Amer ican ,  Wor ld ,  e tc . ) .  They  mus t  take  a  m in imum o f  
th ree  g radua te  seminars  (9  hours )  i n  U .S .  h i s to ry  as  we l l  as  a  m in imum o f  th ree  
g radua te  seminars  (9  hours )  i n  non -U .S .  fie lds .

A l l  g radua te  s tudents  mus t  ma in ta in  a  3 .0  GPA in  the i r  course  work .  Fu l l - t ime  s tudents  
norma l l y  shou ld  expec t  to  devo te  no  more  than  two  academic  years  to  comple t ion  o f  
the  Mas te r  o f  A r t s  degree .  S tudents  a re  u rged  no t  to  p ro long  th i s  p rocess  beyond  
th ree  academic  years .

A  s tudent  mus t  comple te  a t  l eas t  36  hours  o f  g radua te  course  work  in  o rder  to  
g radua te  w i th  a  Mas te r  o f  A r t s  i n  H is to ry .  S tudents  may  take  no  more  than  two  
d i rec ted  read ings  and/o r  i n te rnsh ips  as  pa r t  o f  these  36  hours .  A l l  g radua te  courses  in  
h i s to ry  a re  numbered  in  the  600s .

D i rec ted  read ings  a re  offered  
s t r i c t l y  a t  the  d i sc re t ion  o f  the  
depar tment .  A  s tudent  may  no t  
reg i s te r  fo r  a  d i rec ted  read ing  
w i thou t  p r io r  approva l  f rom the  
g radua te  p rogram d i rec to r  and  the  
facu l t y  member  they  p lan  to  work  
w i th .  D i rec ted  read ings may  be  
taken  e i the r  i n  con junc t ion  w i th  an   
undergradua te  course  o r   as  an
independent  s tudy .

Bo th  p lans  have  the  goa l  o f  enhanc ing  approaches  to  knowledge  tha t  a re  su i tab le  fo r  
those  in te res ted  in  pursu ing  a  doc to ra l  p rogram in  h i s to ry  and /o r  a  ca reer  in  teach ing  
o r  pub l i c  h i s to ry  ( i . e .  museum or  a rch ives )  as  we l l  as  those  who  a re  s imp ly  hop ing  to
enhance  the i r  knowledge  and  sk i l l s .



PLAN I PLAN II 

HY 601: Historioaraohv* 3 Hou rs HY 601: Historiography* 3 Hours 
HY 602: Research and Writina* 3 Hou rs HY 602: Research and Writina* 3 Hours 
3 Seminars in United States Historv 9 Hours 3 Seminars in United States History 9 Hours 
3 Seminars in Non-United States Historv 9 Hours 3 Seminars in Non-United States History 9 Hours 
2 Additional Seminars in Any Field 6 Hours 4 Seminars: Elective Fields 12 Hours 

Thesis Research 6 Hours Tota I: 36 Hours 
Tota I: 36 Hours 

The student completes 36 hours of course 
work in a variety of historical fields and must 
pass comprehensive examinations covering 
work completed with three different 
professors. 

In addition to the 30 hours of course work, a 
student writes a master's thesis based on 
primary research. Six credit hours are 
applied to the thesis research in order to 
meet the required 36 credit hours to 
graduate with a Master of Arts in History . 

• Each plan also requires at least 9 hours of U.S. history and 9 hours of
non-U.S. history .• Each plan requires HY 601 and HY 602. Students should take these seminars
during the first two semesters in the UAB History Department graduate
program .• Independent Study Courses, HY 681 - Directed Readings and HY 682 -
Internship in Public History, are limited to a total of six credit hours, i.e. six for
HY 681 OR HY 682, or three each of HY 681 or HY 682 .

• All courses are three credit hours unless specifically stated.

a Please note that the asterisked (*) courses are offered only once each year. 
Check listings in this department to plan schedules. 

a Students may take graduate electives in other departments but only with the 
prior approval of the director of graduate studies. 

a For more information on course descriptions, please see 
http:/ /cata I og. u ab. e du/graduate/co 11 eg eofa rt sciences/history/. 



I N T E R N S H I P S

Employers  look  fo r  exper ience  when  read ing  the  resume o f  a  po ten t ia l  emp loyee .  A  recen t  
co l lege  g rad  w i th  one  o r  two  in te rnsh ips  w i l l  be  more  a t t rac t i ve  than  one  w i thou t  tha t  work  
exper ience .  Emp loyers  know tha t  i n te rnsh ips  g ive  s tudents  hands -on  exper ience  w i th  
workp lace  sk i l l s ,  cha l lenges ,  and  env i ronments—exper iences  tha t  make  those  s tudents  
va luab le  emp loyees .
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I n te rnsh ips  g ive  you  the  chance  to  t r y  ou t  a  p ro fess ion  and  co l lec t  re fe rences  and  
p ro fess iona l  con tac ts .  I n te rnsh ips  (HY  682 )  can  be  app l ied  toward  degree  c red i t s  i n  e i the r  
"Seminar  in  Un i ted  S ta tes  H is tory "  o r  "Seminar  in  @ny  E ie ld ."   

D i sp layed  on  th i s  page  i s  a  samp le  o f  i n te rnsh ips  tha t  a re  offered .  For  more  in te rnsh ip  
oppor tun i t ies ,  p lease  con tac t  the  g radua te  p rogram d i rec to r .
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Ph i  A lpha  The ta  (ΦΑΘ)  i s  an  Amer ican  honor  soc ie ty  fo r 
undergradua te  and  g radua te  s tudents  and  p ro fessors  o f  h i s to ry .
The  soc ie ty  has  over  350 ,000 members ,  w i th  about  9 ,500 new
members  jo in ing  each  year  th rough  860 loca l  chap te rs .

Ch i  Omic ron  i s  the  UAB chapte r  o f  the  honor  soc ie ty .  Our  
m iss ion  i s  to  p romote  the  s tudy  o f  h i s to ry  th rough  the  
encouragement  o f  research ,  good  teach ing ,  pub l i ca t ion ,  and  
the  exchange  o f  lea rn ing  and  ideas  among  h i s to r ians .  We seek  
to  b r ing  s tudents ,  teachers ,  and  wr i te rs  o f  h i s to ry  
toge ther  fo r  i n te l lec tua l  and  soc ia l  exchanges ,  wh ich  
p romote  and  ass i s t  h i s to r i ca l  research  and  pub l i ca t ion  by  
members .  

We sponsor  ta lks  and  o ther  even ts  and  annua l l y  pub l i sh  the  Vu lcan  H is to r i ca l  Rev iew .  Admiss ion  to  Ph i  
A lpha  The ta  requ i res  a  m in imum 3 .1  GPA in  12  o r  more  un i t s  o f  h i s to ry  and  a  m in imum 3 .0  GPA overa l l  fo r 
undergradua te  s tudents ;  a  m in imum 3 .5  GPA i s  requ i red  fo r  g radua te  s tudents  who  have  comple ted  12  o r
more  g radua te  un i t s .  I n i t i a t ions  a re  he ld  in  December  and  May ;  the re  i s  a  $60  in i t i a t ion  fee  fo r  a  l i f e t ime
membersh ip .

Facu l t y  Adv iso r :  Amy  Watson ema i l :  wa tsonae@uab.edu
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The  Vu lcan  H is to r i ca l  Rev iew i s  pub l i shed  annua l l y  by  the  Ch i  Omic ron  Chapte r  o f  Ph i  A lpha  The ta  a t  the  
Un ive rs i t y  o f  A labama a t  B i rm ingham.  The  jou rna l  i s  comple te ly  s tudent -wr i t ten  and  s tudent -ed i ted  by 
undergradua te  and  g radua te  s tudents  a t  UAB.  A  l aunch  par ty  fo r  each  new i ssue  i s  he ld  in  Augus t .

A l l  h i s to ry  s tudents  a t  UAB,  i nc lud ing  recen t  a lumn i ,  a re  encouraged  to  submi t  a r t i c les ,  rev iews ,  essays ,  
o ra l  h i s to r ies ,  o r  o ther  works  o f  h i s to r i ca l  i n te res t  to  be  cons idered  fo r  pub l i ca t ion .  Submiss ions  by  any
cur ren t l y  en ro l led  UAB s tudent  a re  a l so  we lcome.  P lease  ema i l  us  ( abaer@uab .edu )  o r  send  inqu i res  to :

Ph i  A lpha  The ta  Adv iso r
UAB Depar tment  o f  H is to ry

HHB 360
1401  Un ive rs i t y  Bou levard

B i rm ingham,  AL  35294- 1 152
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The  p rogram offers  th ree  g radua te  ass i s tan tsh ips  per  year  on  a  compet i t i ve  bas i s .  The  ass i s tan tsh ips  
requ i re  a  max imum o f  twenty  hours  o f  work  per  week  in  re tu rn  fo r  an  annua l  s t ipend  ($20 ,400 per  year ) .  
P lease  con tac t  the  H is to ry  Depar tment  fo r  fu r ther  i n fo rmat ion  regard ing  an  ass i s tan tsh ip .

Gradua te  Teach ing  Ass i s tan ts  shou ld  make  su re  tha t  the  depar tment  s taff  has  a  copy  o f  the i r  c lass  schedu le  
a t  the  beg inn ing  o f  each  semes te r  a t  wh ich  t ime  the  work  schedu le  w i l l  be  es tab l i shed .

Th is  appo in tment  as  a  Gradua te  Ass i s tan t  i s  ava i l ab le  on ly  to  s tudents  w i th  an  exce l len t  academic  record ;  
se lec t ions  w i l l  be  based  on  GPA.  You  mus t  rema in  in  good  s tand ing  and  make  sa t i s fac to ry  p rogress  toward  
meet ing  your  degree  requ i rements  to  con t inue  as  a  Gradua te  Ass i s tan t .  Appo in tments  norma l l y  end  on  the  
day  be fo re  the  s ta r t  o f  the  nex t  f a l l  semes te r.   

Th i s  appo in tment  i s  i n tended  to  he lp  you  to  be  a  fu l l - t ime  s tudent ,  immersed  in  your  g radua te  p rogram.  
Accord ing ly ,  you  may  no t  engage  in  any  o ther  remunera ted  ac t i v i t i es  e i the r  on  o r  off  campus .  Except ions  
to  th i s  ru le  a re  ra re  and  requ i re  p r io r  approva l  i n  wr i t i ng  by  the  Gradua te  Schoo l  Dean .

Ord ina r i l y  Gradua te  Teach ing  Ass i s tan ts  w i l l  work  20  hours  a  week  in  the  depar tment  and  may  be  ass igned  
each  semes te r  to  one  o r  two  facu l t y  members  fo r  whom they  w i l l  p rov ide  teach ing  ass i s tance .  To  p reven t  
any  m isunders tand ings ,  a  few po in ts  need  to  be  kept  i n  m ind :

A  Gradua te  Teach ing  Ass i s tan tsh ip  i s  a  job ;  th i s  means  per fo rm ing  the  
du t ies  o f  the  job  i s  a  requ i rement  and  the  on ly  excuses  acceptab le  fo r  
f a i l i ng  to  do  so  a re  i l l ness  o r  o ther  p rob lems  o f  a  se r ious  na tu re .  Academic  
requ i rements  mus t  be  ba lanced  w i th  the  job .  The  fac t  tha t  an  ass i s tan t  has  
a  paper  to  wr i te  o r  a  book  to  read  fo r  c lass  i s  no t  g rounds  fo r  f a i l u re  to  
comple te  ass i s tan tsh ip  du t ies .   

Wh i le  ass i s tan ts  a re  expec ted  to  per fo rm du t ies  in  a  t ime ly  fash ion ,  f acu l t y  
members  shou ld  be  cour teous  in  the i r  reques ts .  I ns t ruc t ions  shou ld  be  
c lea r ,  and  the  t ime  a l lowed  fo r  comple t ion  shou ld  be  reasonab le .  Remember  
tha t  a l l  du t ies  (o f f i ce  and  teach ing  ass i s tan t  du t ies )  shou ld  no t  take  more  
than  20  hours  a  week .  However ,  w i th  permiss ion ,  the  GTA may  work  
add i t iona l  hours  one  week  and  fewer  hours  the  nex t  i f  th i s  does  no t  
de t r imenta l l y  a f fec t  the  ass i s tan t ,  the  facu l t y  members ,  o r  the  
depar tment .  

G radua te  Teach ing  Ass i s tan ts  shou ld  check  the  GTA ma i lbox  da i l y  fo r  
ass ignments .  

Gradua te  Teach ing  Ass i s tan ts  w i l l  a l so  be  requ i red  to  p roc to r  exams  o r  
show f i lms  to  c lasses  when  needed .  Facu l t y  members  shou ld  le t  the  
depar tment  s ta f f  know o f  the i r  need  fo r  such  ass i s tance  as  soon  as  poss ib le  
so  tha t  schedu l ing  can  be  worked  ou t .  

G radua te  Teach ing  Ass i s tan ts  may  be  ca l led  on  fo r  a  va r ie ty  o f  du t ies :  
c lass room ass i s tance  wh ich  inc ludes :  g rad ing ,  pos t ing  mate r ia l  to  Canvas  
and  techno log ica l  suppor t ,  pho tocopy ing ,  and  o ther  c le r i ca l  work .  GTAs  
m igh t  be  asked  to  make  pub l i c  p resen ta t ions  about  the  Depar tment  o f  
H is to ry .  They  a re ,  however  no t  to  be  t rea ted  o r  cons idered  persona l  
ass i s tan ts .  The  GTA may  a l so  re fuse  reques ts  to  per fo rm du t ies  wh ich  a re  
no t  d i rec t l y  re la ted  to  the  depar tment  o r  the  facu l t y  members  p ro fess iona l  
endeavors .  
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T h e  a c a d e m i c  a d v i s i n g  p r o c e s s  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  h e l p  y o u  s t a y  o n  t r a c k  t h r o u g h o u t  y o u r  t i m e  a s  a n  
M A  s t u d e n t  a n d  t o  h e l p  y o u  g r a d u a t e  o n  t i m e .  D u r i n g  y o u r  fi r s t  s e m e s t e r, t h e G r a d u a t e  P r o g r a m  
D i r e c t o r ,  D r .  J o h n  V a n  S a n t , w i l l  r e a c h  o u t  t o  y o u  t o  h e l p  y o u  p l a n  y o u r  f u t u r e  c o u r s e w o r k .  G o i n g  
f o r w a r d ,  i t  i s  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  y o u  m e e t  w i t h  D r.  V a n  S a n t  o n c e  p e r  s e m e s t e r. H e  a s s i s t s  y o u  
w i t h  p r o g r a m  l o g i s t i c s ,  s u c h  a s :

�. Unders tand ing  academic  po l i c ies  and  p rocedures .

�.  Unders tand ing  degree  requ i rements ,  course  se lec t ion ,  and  schedu le  p lann ing .

�.  P rov ide  in fo rmat ion  about  po ten t ia l  a reas  o f  s tudy .

�.  Guid ing  you  to  a  p ro fessor  whose  fie ld  o f  s tudy  i s  bes t  a l igned  w i th  your  academic  in te res ts .

a. At the beginning of  your second year,  th is  professor wi l l  then become your advisor and wi l l  assist  you in
choosing addit ional  members of  a . )  your MA thesis committee (Plan I )  or  b. )  your comprehensive exam
committee (Plan I I ) .

]. Even though you wi l l  be working c losely with your advisor and committee members,  Dr.  Van Sant wi l l  s t i l l
assist  you with quest ions about the program, coursework,  and graduat ion requirements.
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1 .   The  Gradua te  Schoo l  w i l l  on ly  accept  the  fo rms  tha t  a re  on  the  Gradua te  Schoo l  webs i te   
a t  h t tp : / /www.uab/edu/g radua te /on l ine - fo rms

2 .  The  dead l ines  fo r  paperwork  fo r  each  te rm a re  a l so  pos ted  on  the  Gradua te  Schoo l  
webs i te .

3 .  P lan  I  s tudents  who  have  comple ted  15  hours  o f  course  work  shou ld  choose  the i r  adv i so r ,  
who  w i l l  cha i r  the i r  g radua te  s tudy  commi t tee .  P lan  I  s tudents  shou ld  choose  a  commi t tee  o f  
th ree  facu l t y  members  w i th  exper t i se  in  the i r  sub jec t  fie ld .  A f te r  consu l t i ng  w i th  each  
commi t tee  member  and  ob ta in ing  the i r  consen t ,  the  P lan  I  s tudent  shou ld  comple te  the  
a t tached  Gradua te  S tudy  Commi t tee  Form and  fo rward  i t  to  the  Gradua te  P rogram D i rec to r  
fo r  rev iew .  The  Gradua te  S tudy  Commi t tee  Le t te r  w i l l  be  comple ted  by  the  Gradua te  P rogram 
D i rec to r  and  submi t ted  to  the  Gradua te  Schoo l .

P lan  I I  s tudents  who  have  comple ted  15  hours  o f  course  work  shou ld  se lec t  an  adv i so r  and  
p repare  the  a t tached  H is to ry  P lan  o f  S tudy .

4 .  P lan  I  s tudents  mus t  comple te  the  App l i ca t ion  fo r  Cand idacy  fo rm p r io r  to  the  
semes te r  i n  wh ich  they  p lan  to  g radua te .  Th i s  fo rm i s  ava i l ab le  on  the  Gradua te  Schoo l  
webs i te    
h t tps : / /uab .edu /g radua te /s tudents /cu r ren t - s tudents / theses -d i sse r ta t ions /app l i ca t ion - fo r -
admiss ion - to -cand idacy

5 .   P lease  submi t  a  copy  o f  the  fo rm to  the  Gradua te  P rogram D i rec to r  o r  Depar tment  Cha i r ' s 
o f f i ce .

6 .   No  la te r  than  the  end  o f  the  th i rd  week  o f  the  semes te r  i n  wh ich  they  p lan  to  g radua te ,  
P lan  I  and  P lan  I I  s tudents  mus t  comple te  the  App l i ca t ion  fo r  Degree .  Th i s  fo rm can  be  
accessed  on l ine  th rough  BlazerNET  by  c l i ck ing  on  L inks ԗForms  and  se lec t ing  App ly  fo r  
Graduate  Cegree ԗCer t i f i ca te Ҽ

7 .   P lease  submi t  a  copy  o f  the  fo rm to  the  Gradua te  P rogram D i rec to r  o r  Depar tment  Cha i r ' s  
o f f i ce  no  l a te r  than  the  end  o f  the  th i rd  week  o f  the  semes te r  i n  wh ich  the  s tudent  p lans
to  g radua te :

P lan  I  s tudents  mus t  coord ina te  w i th  the i r  commi t tee  members  and  agree  on  a  t ime  and  da te  
fo r  the  Mas te r  o f  A r t s  i n  H is to ry  thes i s  p resen ta t ion  and  de fense .  The  s tudent  mus t  submi t  
an  upda ted  Gradua te  S tudy  Commi t tee  to  the  Gradua te  P rogram D i rec to r  o r  the  
Depar tment  Cha i r ' s  o f f i ce  adv i s ing  the  da te  and  t ime  o f  the  p resen ta t ion  and  
de fense .  I n  add i t ion ,  the  On l ine  Reques t  fo r  Thes i s  o r  D isse r ta t ion  Approva l  mus t  be  
submi t ted  to  the  Gradua te  Schoo l .  

Th i s  reques t  i s  ava i l ab le  on  the  Gradua te  Schoo l  webs i te :

h t tps : / /www.uab .edu/g radua te /s tudents /cu r ren t - s tudents / theses -d i sse r ta t ions /your - thes i s -
and-d i sse r ta t ion# :~ : tex t=Submi t%20your%20Thes is%2FDisser ta t ion%
20Approva l , your20reques t%20has%20been%20processed .  

I n  add i t ion ,  a  UAB Pub l i ca t ion  Agreement  mus t  be  submi t ted .  Th i s  ag reement  i s  loca ted :  
h t tps : / /uab .edu /g radua te /s tudents /cu r ren t - s tudents / theses -d i sse r ta t ions /
resourcesed i t ingpub l i sh ing  

P lan  I I  s tudents  mus t  se lec t  an  examina t ion  commi t tee  and  coord ina te  w i th  the i r  commi t tee  
members  a  t ime  and  da te  fo r  the  Mas te rs  o f  A r t s  i n  H is to ry  comprehens ive  su rvey  
examina t ion .  The   s tudent  mus t  submi t  the  a t tached  MA Examina t ion  in fo rmat ion  Form 
to  the  Gradua te  P rogram D i rec to r  o r  the  Depar tment  Cha i r ' s  
o f f i ce  adv i s ing  the  da te  and  t ime  o f  the  MA examina t ion .

P lease  no te  tha t  bo th  P lan  I  and  P lan  I I  examina t ions  mus t  be  taken  a t  leas t  one  week  p r io r  
to  the  Gradua te  Schoo l  dead l ine  fo r  tha t  semes te r .  The  Gradua te  Schoo l  dead l ine  w i l l  be  
approx imate ly  30  days  be fo re  the  expec ted  da te  o f  g radua t ion .  
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�. To  re i te ra te ,  be fo re  g radua t ing :
• P lan  I  s tudents  mus t  be  ce r ta in  tha t  they  have  comple ted  the  fo l low ing :

o Gradua te  S tudy  Commi t tee  Le t te r
o App l i ca t ion  fo r  Degree
o App l i ca t ion  fo r  Cand idacy
o Reques t  fo r  Theses  o r  D isse r ta t ion  Approva l
o UAB Pub l i ca t ion  Agreement  Form
o Gradua te  S tudy  Commi t tee ,  wh ich  w i l l  p rov ide  the  requ i red  wr i t ten  no t i ce  o f

the i r  commi t tee  and  the  t ime  and  da te  o f  the  Mas te r  o f  A r t s  i n  H is to ry  thes i s
de fense .

• P lan  I I  s tudents  mus t  be  ce r ta in  tha t  they  have  comple ted  the  fo l low ing :
o His to ry  P lan  o f  S tudy
o App l i ca t ion  fo r  Degree
o App l i ca t ion  fo r  Cand idacy
o MA Examina t ion  In fo rmat ion  Form wh ich  w i l l  p rov ide  the  requ i red  wr i t ten

not i ce  o f  the i r  commi t tee  and  the  t ime  and  da te  o f  the  Mas te r  o f  A r t s
examina t ion .

I f  your  paperworg  i s  not  completed  and  su]mi t ted  ]y  the  Graduate  Schoo l  dead l ines ҿ  you  
wi l l  not  g raduate .  Ne i ther  the  C i rec tor  o f  the  H is tory  Graduate  Program nor  the  H is tory  
s taƆ  or  facu l ty  can  tage  respons i] i l i t y  fo r  incomplete  o r  miss ing  paperworg .  The  Graduate  
Schoo l  w i l l  not  accept  any  fo rms  o ther  than  those  on  the  we]s i te .

�. No excuse  w i l l  be  made  o r  accepted  fo r  s tudents  who  fa i l  to  remember  and  adhere  to  the
fo l low ing :

a .   G radua te  s tudents  can  on ly  ea rn  c red i t s  fo r  courses  wh ich  a re  numbered  600 
and  above .

].  S tudents  shou ld  make  su re  they  have  the  l a tes t  ve rs ion  o f  the  P rogram 
Gu ide l ines .  These  inc lude  the  cu r r i cu lum requ i rements  and  a re  ava i l ab le  in  the 
Depar tment  o f  H is to ry .  P lan  I  s tudents  mus t  comply  w i th  the  regu la t ions  in  the  
UAB Format  Manua l  fo r  Theses  and  D isser ta t ions .  The  Gradua te  Schoo l  w i l l  
e -ma i l  you  a  l i nk  to  th i s  s i te  a f te r  the  thes i s  i s  approved .  P lease  see  the  
Gradua te  Schoo l  webs i te  fo r  a l l  t heses  requ i rements  and  dead l ines .

c .   To  rema in  in  good  s tand ing  in  the  Gradua te  Schoo l ,  a  s tudent  mus t  ma in ta in  a 
3 .0  GPA.  I f  the  GPA drops  be low 3 .0 ,  the  s tudent  w i l l  be  p laced  on  academic  
p roba t ion .  S tudents  w i l l  have  two  academic  te rms  to  ra i se  the i r  GPA to  3 .0  o r  be  
expe l led  f rom the  p rogram.

d.  Any  g rade  o f  " I "  ( i ncomple te )  w i l l  au tomat i ca l l y  be  changed  to  an  "F "  i f  the  
course  work  i s  no t  comple ted  by  the  end  o f  the  nex t  te rm .  S tudents  a re  
respons ib le  fo r  comple t ing  the  work  and  ver i f y ing  tha t  the  p ro fessor  makes  the  
g rade  change .  Be  aware  tha t  the  end  o f  the  te rm means  the  l as t  day  o f  c lasses .

e.  I f  a  s tudent  i n  the  p rogram fa i l s  to  en ro l l  fo r  course  work  fo r  a  fu l l  academic  
year,  he  o r  she  w i l l  have  to  app ly  fo r  readmiss ion .  Th i s  i nvo lves  comple t ing  a  
new app l i ca t ion  fo rm and  pay ing  the  requ i red  fee .  P lease  see  the  Gradua te  
Schoo l  webs i te .

f. Course  work  comple ted  over  five  years  in  the  pas t  cannot  coun t  toward  the
degree  un less  the  D i rec to r  o f  the  H is to ry  Gradua te  P rogram va l ida tes  i t .  S tudents
shou ld  a t tempt  comple t ion  o f  the i r  g radua te  work  fo r  the  Mas te r  o f  A r t s  w i th in
th ree  years ,  i f  poss ib le .
g.   T rans fe r  o f  c red i t  hours  fo r  courses  comple ted  a t  ano ther  i ns t i tu t ion  cannot  be  
made  un t i l  a  s tudent  has  comple ted  a t  leas t  s i x  hours  o f  course  work  a t  UAB.  
App l i ca t ions  fo r  t rans fe r  o f  c red i t  a re  loca ted  on  the  Gradua te  Schoo l  webs i te .  
On ly  12  c red i t  hours  o f  t rans fe r red  courses  can  be  app l ied  to  the  Mas te r  o f  A r t s .

h.    Courses  taken  a t  UAB as  a  non -degree  s tudent  can  on ly  be  counted  toward  the  
Mas te r  o f  A r t s  degree  w i th  the  approva l  o f  the  D i rec to r  o f  the  H is to ry  Gradua te  
P rogram.  On ly  12  c red i t  hours  o f  non -degree  work  can  be  app l ied  to  the  Mate r  o f  
A r t s .  P lease  see  the  Gradua te  Schoo l  webs i te .

    On ly  two  d i rec ted  read ing  courses  may  be  counted  toward  the  to ta l  g radua te  
hours  requ i red  fo r  g radua t ion .  I n te rnsh ips  in  pub l i c  h i s to ry  w i l l  be  the  equ iva len t  o f  
D i rec ted  Read ing  courses  fo r  th i s  requ i rement .  

i .
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@ndrew S .  Aaer ҿ  Ph .C .
a b a e r @ u a b . e d u

Dr.  Baer ' s  concent ra t ion  i s  U .S .  H i s to ry  a f te r  WWI I ,  A f r i can  Amer ican  H is to ry ,  an d 
the  h i s to ry  o r  race ,  po l i c ing ,  and  soc ia l  movements .  H i s  fi rs t  book ,  Beyond  the  
Usua l  Beat ing :  The  Jon  Burge  Po l i ce  Tor tu re  Scanda l  and  Soc ia l  Movements  fo r  
Po l i ce  Accountab i l i t y  i n  Ch icago ,  was  pub l i shed  in  2020 .  He  i s  cu r ren t l y  work ing 
on  a  second  book  ten ta t i ve ly  t i t l ed  S ing  a  B lack  G i r l ' s  Song :  The  Movement  to
Make  13  Murders  Mat te r  i n  1���  Bos ton Ҽ

Miche le  Eormanҿ  ME@
mforman@uab .edu 

Ms .  Forman  d i rec ts  the  UAB Med ia  S tud ies  P rogram and  i s  a  documenta ry  
fi lmmaker  who  teaches  app l ied  documenta ry  fi lmmak ing  and  o ra l  h i s to ry  courses ,  
as  we l l  as  fi lm  h i s to ry  and  theory .  Her  mos t  recen t  fea tu re - leng th  documenta ry  
Alabama Bound  (PBS  Ree lSouth ,  o r ig ina l  b roadcas t  2018 )  exp lo res  LGBTQ fami l y  
r igh ts  in  the  Sou th  p r io r  to  the  U .S .  Supreme Cour t  Oberge fe l l  dec i s ion  lega l i z ing  
same-sex  mar r i age .  She  i s  work ing  on  a  fea tu re  documenta ry  t i t l ed  54  Mi les  to  
Home  about  the  h i s to ry  o f  ru ra l  B lack  ac t i v i sm to  suppor t  the  Se lma  to  
Montgomery  Vot ing  R igh ts  March  in  1965 .  She  i s  the  cu r ren t  Ser ies  P roducer  o f  
the  award -w inn ing  Southern  Exposure  env i ronmenta l  fi lm  p rogram.  

@ n d r e w  W .  K e i  t t ҿ  P h . C .  
a k e i t t @ u a b . e d u 

Dr.  Ke i t t  i s  an  in te l lec tua l  and  cu l tu ra l  h i s to r ian  who  s tud ies  the  h i s to ry  o f  
Spa in  f rom the  ea r l y  modern  per iod  to  the  twent ie th  cen tu ry .  H i s  work  dea ls  w i th  
i ssues rang ing  f rom Inqu is i t ion  s tud ies ,  to  the  cogn i t i ve  sc ience  o f  re l ig ion ,  
to  the  h i s to ry  o f  med ic ine  and  sc ience .  He  i s  the  au thor  o f  I nven t ing  the  
Sacred :  Impos tu re ,  I nqu is i t ion ,  and  the  Boundar ies  o f  the  Superna tu ra l  i n  
Go lden  Age  Spa in  (B r i l l ,  2005 )  and  A Phys ic ian  in  the  Age  o f  L ibera l  
Re fo rm:  I l de fonso  Mar t ínez  y  Fernández  and  Med ica l  Po l i t i cs  in  N ine teen th -
Centu ry  Spa in  ( LSU Press ,  2024 ) .  H i s  cu r ren t  research  dea ls  w i th  
mys t i c i sm and  eso te r i c i sm in  ea r l y - twent ie th -cen tu ry  Spa in .
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Stephen  J .  M i l le r ҿ  Ph .C .
s jm i l l e r@uab .edu

Born  and  ra i sed  near  downtown Ch icago ,  S teve  M i l l e r  became fasc ina ted  w i th  
F rench  h i s to ry  as  an  underg radua te  s tuden t  a t  the  Un ive rs i t y  o f  W iscons in ,  
Mad ison ,  where  he  lea rned  about  a l l  t he  revo lu t ionary  upheava l s  i n  the  coun t ry ' s  
pas t .  He  l a te r  g radua ted  w i th  a  Ph .D .  i n  h i s to ry  f rom UCLA in  1999 .  S teve  M i l l e r  
i s  co -au thor ,  w i th  Chr i s topher  I se t t ,  o f  The  Soc ia l  H i s to ry  o f  Agr i cu l tu re :  F rom 
the  Or ig ins  to  the  Cur ren t  C r i s i s  (Rowman &  L i t t l e f ie ld ,  2017 ) ;  au thor  o f  
Feuda l i sm ,  Vena l i t y  and  Revo lu t ion :  P rov inc ia l  Assembl ies  in  La te -O ld  Reg ime  
F rance  (Manches te r  Un ive rs i t y  P ress ,  2020 ) ;  au thor  o f  Sta te  and  Soc ie ty  i n  
E igh teen th -Centu ry  F rance :  A  S tudy  in  Po l i t i ca l  Poter  and  Popu la r  Revo lu t ion  in  
Languedoc ,  rev i sed  and  upda ted  ed i t ion  (Haymarke t  Books ,  2023 ) ;  and  co -au thor  
w i th  Xav ie r  La f rance ,  o f  The  T ran i s t ion  to  Cap i ta l i sm in  Modern  F rance :  P r im i t i ve  
Accumu la t ion  and  Marke ts  f rom the  O ld  Reg ime  to  the  Pos t -WWI I  E ra  (Rou t ledge ,  
2023 ) .  

Ar i tney  Murphy ҿ  Ph .C.
bmurphy2@uab.edu

Dr .  B r i tney  Murphy  i s  an  Ass i s tan t  P ro fessor  o f  Pub l i c  H i s to ry  and  A f r i can  
Amer ican  S tud ies .  She  a l so  se rves  as  the  in te rnsh ip  coord ina to r  fo r  bo th  
p rograms .  Dr .  Murphy ' s  research  in te res ts  i nc lude  modern  U .S .  h i s to ry ,  u rban  
h i s to ry ,  and  vo lun teer i sm .  Her  a r t i c le ,  ӑThe  Fa l l  o f  Mount  T rashmore  and  the  R i se  
o f  Commun i ty  Ac t i v i sm , ӑ  i s  he r  f i r s t  pub l i shed  work .  Her  cu r ren t  research 
eva lua tes  the  re la t ionsh ip  among  c i v i c  engagement ,  c i t i zensh ip ,  and 
soc ioeconomic  iden t i t i es  th rough  the  lens  o f  one  na t iona l  commun i ty  se rv i ce 
p rogram,  Vo lun teers  i n  Serv i ce  to  Amer ica  (V ISTA ) .

Tola  Rodr icg ҿ  Ph .C.
rodr ick@uab.edu
Dr .  Rodr i ck  spec ia l i zes  in  the  soc ia l ,  i n te l lec tua l ,  and  re l ig ious  h i s to ry  o f  the  l a te  
anc ien t  Med i te r ranean  and  ea r l y  med ieva l  wor ld .  Her  cu r ren t  book  p ro jec t ,  
Beg inn ing  the  Ph i losoph ica l  L i fe :  The  Ear l i es t  S tages  o f  Monas t i c  T ra in ing  in  
La te  Anc ien t  Egyp t ,  i s  a  s tudy  o f  the  in i t i a l  s teps  o f  monas t i c  t ra in ing  and  
soc ia l i za t ion  in  fou r th -  and  f i f th -  cen tu ry  Egyp t  w i th  pa r t i cu la r  a t ten t ion  to  the i r  
connec t ions  to  t rad i t iona l  ph i losoph ica l  educa t iona l  and  soc ia l  p rac t i ces  in  the  
w ider  Roman  Emp i re ,  i nc lud ing  inves t iga t ion  in to  sp i r i tua l  exerc i ses ,  e th i cs ,  
gender  i ssues ,  and  o ther  e lements  o f  iden t i t y -cons t ruc t ion .
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Ar ian  Stee le ҿ  Ph .C.
b d s t e e l e @ u a b . e d u
Dr .  B r ian  S tee le  spec ia l i zes  in  the  h i s to ry  o f  the  Amer ican  Revo lu t ion  and  Ear l y  
Repub l i c ,  bu t  has  recen t l y  been  wr i t i ng  and  teach ing  about  the  long  19 th  cen tu ry  
th rough  the  G i lded  Age  and  P rogress ive  E ra .  He  has  a l so  d i rec ted  the  seminar  i n  
"h i s to r iography"  fo r  a  few semes te rs  and  loves  tha t  course .  Dr .  S tee le  i s  the  
au thor  o f  The  Cec la ra t ion  in  Amer ican  Nat iona l i sm ,  i n  The  Cambr idge  Compan ion  
to  The  Cec la ra t ion  o f  I ndependence ,  ed . ,  Mark  Graeber  and  M ichae l  Zucker t  
( fo r thcoming ) ;  and  i s  f i n i sh ing  as  essay  ten ta t i ve ly  en t i t l ed :  The  Un i ted  S ta tes  
Mus t  Be ing  to  Cea l  W i th  the  Who le  Sub fec t :  Hot the  Cec la ra t ion  o f  
I ndependence  Fue led  the  Emanc ipa to ry  P romise  o f  Recons t ruc t ion  and  Ended  up  
Sanc t ion ing  the  G i lded  Age  and  J im  CrotҼ

John D .  Van Sant ҿ  Ph .C.
j v a n s a n t @ u a b . e d u
Dr .  Van  San t ' s  focus  i s  on  the  Eas t  As ian  wor ld ,  spec i f i ca l l y  n ine teen th -cen tu ry  
Japan ,  and  Japan 's  re la t ion  w i th  the  Un i ted  S ta tes .  He  i s  ac t i ve  in  the  
Assoc ia t ion  fo r  As ian  S tud ies ,  the  Wor ld  H is to ry  Assoc ia t ion ,  the  Fu lb r igh t  
Assoc ia t ion ,  and  the  Advanced  P lacement  p rogram fo r  Wor ld  H is to ry .  One  o f  h i s  
pub l i ca t ions ,  i s  ca l led  Pac i f i c  P ioneers :  Japanese  Journeys  to  Amer ica  and  
Hatai i ,  1�5�- 1���  (Un ive rs i t y  o f  I l l i no i s  P ress ,  2000) .  

Walter  C .  Ward ҿ  Ph .C.
w d w a r d @ u a b . e d u

Dr .  Ward  concent ra tes  on  the  Med i te r ranean  and  Near  Eas t  du r ing  an t iqu i t y  and  
the  ea r l y  med ieva l  pe r iod .  He  i s  a l so  in te res ted  in  ea r l y  Chr i s t i an  monas t i c i sm 
and  the  ro le  o f  the  Roman  Empi re  in  the  M idd le  Eas t .  He  has  wr i t ten  o r  ed i ted  
severa l  books ,  i nc lud ing :  Sources  o f  Wor ld  Soc ie t ies  (Bed fo rd /S t  Mar t in ,  
201 1 ) ,  The  Mi rage  o f  the  Saracen :  Chr i s t ians  and  Nomads  in  the  S ina i  
Pen insu la  in  La te  An t iqu i t y  (UC  P ress ,  2014 ) ,  The  Soc io -economic  H is to ry  and  
Mate r ia l  Cu l tu re  o f  the  Roman and  Byzant ine  Near  Eas t :  Essays  in  Honor  o f  S Ҽ  
Thomas  Parker  (Gorg ias  P ress ,  2016 ) ,  Near  Eas te rn  C i t ies  f rom A lexander  to  
the  Successors  o f  Muhammad (Rou t ledge ,  2019 ) ,  and  ӑBear ing  Ne i ther  
F ru i t  Nor  Water  Nor  Any th ing  Good : ӑ  The  Economy o f  the  La te  An t ique  
Roman Prov ince  o f  Th i rd  Pa les t ine  (A rchaeopress ) .  
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Dr.  Watson  works  on  the  ea r l y  modern  Br i t i sh  emp i re ,  w i th  a  focus  on  pa r ty  
po l i t i cs ,  p r in t  cu l tu re ,  and  the  t ransa t lan t i c  sp read  o f  movements  and  ideas .  Her  
fi rs t  book  p ro jec t ,  Pat r io t s  Be fo re  Revo lu t ion :  The  Grotth  o f  Po l i t i ca l  I ns tab i l i t y  i n  
the  Br i t i sh  A t lan t i c ,  1 � 14 - 1��3 ,  i s  under  con t rac t  w i th  Ya le  Un ive rs i t y  P ress .  
Pa t r io t s  Be fo re  Revo lu t ion  exp lo res  the  o r ig ins  o f  the  Pa t r io t  pa r ty ,  a  g roup  o f  
B r i t i sh  imper ia l  re fo rmers  who  won  fo l lowers  ac ross  the  A t lan t i c  wor ld  and , 
u l t ima te ly ,  i nsp i red  the  Amer ican  Revo lu t ion .

@my Watson ҿ  Ph .C.  
watsonae@uab.edu

Jonathan  Wiesen ҿ  Ph .C . 
jw iesen@uab .edu
Dr .  Wiesen 's  concent ra t ion  i s  Modern  European H is tory ,  Naz i  Germany  and 
fasc ism,  US-German re la t ions ,  and  compara t ive  rac ism.  He i s  the  author  o f  
West  German Indus t ry  and the  Cha l lenge o f  the  Naz i  Pas t ,  1�45- 1�55 (Chape l  
H i l l ,  2001 )  and  Naz i  Germany :  Soc ie ty  and Cu l tu re ,  and  Po l i t i cs  (B loomsbury ,  
2024) ,  and  coed i to r  o f  Sel l ing  Modern i ty :  Adver t i s ing  in  Ttent ie th  Century  
Germany  (Durham,  2007 ) .  He  i s  cur rent ly  wr i t ing  a  book  on  German v iews  o f  
rac ism in  the  Un i ted  S ta tes .  

Natasha  Zaretsgy ҿ  Ph .C .
za re tsky@uab .edu
Dr .  Na tasha  Zare tsky  focuses  on  the  h i s to ry  o f  US  po l i t i ca l  cu l tu re  s ince  1968  w i th  
an  emphas i s  on  the  h i s to r ies  o f  femin i sm,  gender ,  and  the  fami l y .  She  has  wr i t ten  
two  books ,  No C i rec t ion  Home:  the  Amer ican  Fami l y  and  the  Fear  o f  Nat iona l  
Cec l ine ,  1���- 1���  ( The  Un ive rs i t y  o f  Nor th  Caro l ina  P ress ,  2007 )  and  
Rad ia t ion  Nat ion :  Th ree  M i le  I s land  and  the  Po l i t i ca l  T rans fo rmat ion  o f  the  
1��� 's  (Co lumb ia  Un ive rs i t y  P ress ,  2018 ) Ҽ  She  i s  cu r ren t l y  work ing  on  a  gender  
h i s to ry  o f  1980 's  Amer ica .
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Advisor: Graduate Program Director:

Course Credit
 Hours

Semester Grade

HY 301 Historiography* 3.0

3.0

3.0

3.0

3.0
3.0

3.0

3.0

3.0

3.0

36.0

HY 602 Research and Writing*

Seminar US History Course #

Seminar US History Course #

Seminar US History Course #
Seminar Non-US History Course #

Seminar Non-US History Course #

Seminar Non-US History Course #

Seminar History Elective Fields Course #

Seminar History Elective Fields Course #

Total

Seminar History Elective Fields Course # 3.0

3.0Seminar History Elective Fields Course #
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